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Their names arg Gunnar Andersson and Per
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However, they still have more in

i 0L O OLDETr POOIC ne com

Volvo! Gunnar is yvesterday™s
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They work together. When Gunnar gave up
competing in his old Volvo 444 he took over the
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Volvo Competition Service. Now

ge to drive in rally and rallycross

with today's modem Volvo. And tomormow s
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Rully
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Tuning aVolvo

[ Ing and tnmming a Vol NS Nl Just a queston of squoeczing Interior
the maximum possible horsepower out of the engine

and then dnving
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Volvo ‘Roadsport’




Ivo 142/144

The Voblve GT-Kil increesis U oulpul of »
Amoeg Y leatures are a haeh-lft
ruhaus manifold with ow down-ppes. [he cylinder head his modiffiad induction pons
aps valves and g hghet aampesssin fila

2 The Vol he B2 engine even mone poser. Sueee [ veelds

reasls O & spetiad Cviinder heaed with 44 mm =let valves, F camshalt with

ining kin gives 1
+
taprpezta, W maaciion mamedold . an extractor exhses marsfold and all elac®anen
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S The drving seal = where (B¢ dnv e Bels

II‘: Vidlva rally exhaust sysie EYEe youl

car the nght soand and the nght culpul
Electromc, conlactkess CD-ipmtion &
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available for the 14) and |44

down 10 busimess. %0 heo musi sl
comfomably sl sabely

Don't overhest vour engime! § Yol
il cinddes atad e things al the righd
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hoad of course, Vhere are plenty of poodies for the Volvo 247 and 244! This s
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Uneer the car there's @ Road Hodding kit which is made up of stiller
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shock absorbers o
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her accesories

I High perfformsinoe camshalts see availahile I Rally Jacket
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Walker/LeBeau's Volvo:
How It's Done"

In the undersiandable excitement over kol
BulTum's néar-total dominance of perfor

mance mallying this vear, ii's been casy o

el the supporting cesl. Use of Uhe mane
sucoeaRlul of those has been the wam of Jemn
Walker and Joo LeBeau n 2 Valvo |42
Walker has gone sbowt his rally caneer in
such a way thel sy wpineg rallyist couk
emulate himn in cosy and not -unbearahiy
EApEnSive Slagpss

He bualt his cerrem mount in 1972, Om the
the Press Oa Regand
I ~ Wallkir podliad 11, gt il upright again
and weni on o linish esghth overall in the
Nl mile car-killing evenl

Tha ol W I ST Walker and 1he Violy
wion thesr first natlonal evem, the SOUA
“Twenly Stages™ Pyo Rally. A few weeks
bler the Yodwo addod ancther pege 40 the
bore of relying. At the FIA mily, Rideau
Lakizs, i Oeslana, on & sy callad Whil

car's seoond owsting

Mountain Koad, the car camne over a ree
and |wenched itsel into mid-air. For the
nexi three seconchs these was no soused save
the swish of car throwugh air When it el 10
carth over XN faet Brom (B launch s
Walker put his foot down and proceoded
beat the arget time of the stge - something
that ni one hed ever dom The nexl pear
they didn't bother wath tarpel times

In 1974 the Volvo claimed three liests in
SCCA Pro Rallies Walker ended wp scoms
overall | the drivers” standings, and would
have woat il ke hadn't roled the car while
kading the Happiness Is Susrise rallv in
Mew York

I 1078 Walker's drmn ru hidpsed breg Vo
0 withan one poest of the SCAA MNabons
Pro Rally Championship behind Datsun. Oh
yes, he rolied the car again, thes time a1 1hi
Sumeser 400 in Ohio

Afer four years of that Kind ol Bessting,

would suspact thal the Yoo was nesdy 1o
0 o Valball (afer all. it & Swedishy Mot
o A new mlly sancuoning body, called the
Momh American Rally Assocition, was
lormsed in |97 and Walker and the Volvo
Inok 3 frst and & sacomd in the first two
NARA events

LoBewa, & veler manan ioucologist, & Welk
or's Co-<drver, You would think the

sormeane wilh all tha educsior might have
more ssnse than to ride theough the woods
with a hol-shoe m s rally Volva
All a co-driver or navigator noods s the
bility
without pething sk, and trust m his dnver
LN course, ® helps || you are & DIt crazy
OF course, Walker wasn’l always a workld
beater. Like evervone else, he's paad Bis dues
but e did it a sensibie (shion
To bemn wilh, Walke's chance of 3 Car b

llow directons, resd in & Car

Volve - was oot kel entirely to chamce, Me
WL hi & et s see, how ocs ane
phrase 1hes debcaiely” Wt the hell, Jim
Walker sells Volvos fior & bving. There you
have i, righs up Mont. He hustles Yaolhvos o
keep the woll sway from 1he door Befor
that he sobd inserance and belore that, oacy
clopedias, He has abways had an aclive inle
ok in cors. el whte he was 5 ftudent al the
Liniversity of Michigan in Ann Arbor an
PENINE Came wp wl e bonzal Yodwo

deaber. him jumped s the chance to menge
his bobby aad his vocatson. Al the same
time b mat Hal Eastom who wpld him aboas
a new ond of rlying going on m Mechgan
h was desdestome, 1 was noctumnmal, snd i
woas e

Jem had Been running time
f

, spoed and des
e since 1961, bun

cance rallics with his L
o Mg in hat Bt [T o him e Lhe
experence of nding all night down dirm roods
running Nat oet. AfNer & few events he con
vimcedd Haal that he ought 1o mavigate winle
Jim drove. The first time he tried &, Jim
brwew ha bl Towrmd his st

21 wathout

wslly becuase (he

They wene rumning in 2 Yoo
any parular suicess
car was mol properly propared. They 1hen
bough a 88 122 and set i up 0 be a ronl
raly car. The sw car wias an ohmygod
mprorvement, mMeéaning they Hﬂ]r‘l running
better. They were thied at the 1971 Press On
Regandless. The |12 was o e car, bul &
needed mose power. Befiore Jim could do
anyihing about it. Ene sepped in. While
irying (0 docsds what 10 da nexl, he was
selectad one of the t1op Volvo salesmen in
the world, The priae™ A trip %o the Volvo
works in Swoden

It wis there that Jam met and spent howrs

with Gunnar Andemson, the deector of
Volvoe Competition Service. Andersson wos
ihe man behind the hee Wordd Rally
Chamgsonships that Volvo has won. He has
hoen both & driver (iwice Earopean chan
pecn) and a Buikler Jorm s oreera haeberaedd
by the bosprality of Andersson and his
people and by their willingness 10 help. Mo
he comldn't wait 40 beelid 2 car

In June of 1972 he ook debvery of a new
142 amd wenl o work, Feoom his own caypes

ence and the advice he had recsived from

Vaohve Competition, he peepaned dorens and

doeees of peses of carefully delafied notes ol

ewnctly what he wamed %o do 1o the car. The

nobed were very Tharough M Lighten the
ashiray. Bluepnini the enpne. "L He kept
reconds of everything. Every pound of
wogh! Ukl wis removed of sdded was ne
corded: every part number was recorded. the
umount of weight on ench wheel was recond
ol evervihing was recosded
The cor wis prepaned by the book, The book
in this case was entitied “Volvo Parts and
Egqepment Calalog™ and s published by the
US arm of Volvo Competition Service
W 1N Fu"l ol Violva “r_-‘\.]-'[‘ in |-'r"1."' ¥
Califoenn. Wavee Beldwes russ the show
Comg Service, and his book contaims
gverylhing & Valvo (eeak ooald want — Erom
iachet patches o bluepnnted engines. Ay
Valve dealer can onder the stul], ssd anmyond
can call Beldwin e mdvice, specs of pnoes
Betorz the deparmment was esiabhlniaed
Wilkier wis fooced 0 get his parts directly
from Swachen Mol very convorsead, and the
ar 1-":JI,{"T WA CAPENYIVE
Walker wenl the whole sowle in seitng up
the car. Farst, 1l was completely guited
Everything that could be removesd was &
maveed, incduding the endercoating - & b
thai ook frve days and 80 gallons of soiver
Savs Jim., “"Mav e the ulurmeie
b, espocilly s July.™) Next came the
restallation of the Volvo Salen kil Sounds
semiple enoagh untd you Find that the Sals
k7 consets of re-caforced body and frama
parts whach must be weldad m place. Whal
wilh the things that have happened o the
1 the Salan kit was

i ISy

car, il would scem [y
worth the work

Heavy duty, bowsd suspension members
were added gt al
grade springs and Bdstgin rally shocks. Fr

and rear aluminum skid plales were addod

I TS 1) gl Wl rally

abomg with liberglass s plastic Ferudizs
hood and trumk deck. All of the glass except
the wondshuehd was replaced with plevi plas
and & Tod el was el

Motice that several hundred Bowurs (and
dollars) had pone imo the car, yet there was
il no menlaon of the denwiram The
Enmne, tramsmessaon snd rear ond wene maone
ol 1r‘|.*. =i -Il.‘|l.,|...| Ve Wk

The engine i the Voho Stage 1V pockap
Ealed 3l over |9 horseposser. The transms
mon w4 Volvo 16d 4 -J.\Lnj wilh el g™
overdrive maxdiled operaic m iRe Lop
thivw poars - o neal inick, and very handy in
ralls g Power went (Beosgth &
limited shp o

hugh-rat s
fferential . also Vol

The whole poclage was Paished ofT with the
[T LETHY .l.||'r INSIFUTEnle. @Sy, 3 sl T LS
Ravigalional aguipment and four teg Cibe
Super Owscar driving lights

The car sts nearly a Todf -ered-a-Ball ol the
Broind on skonny bttke 159 % |55 NPT
M) and snow Lr
rally tires with exitic disagns and mstoad
uses the very unexsotc 4-ply nylon has

% Walker tschewn Taney

Cooper Sporsmasier. The narmos Lirgs cul
theoagh the linss serfmce usually found on
rally sadls 1o grab st the hard bed under
neh, Walker abso likes the prafa-tabilily of
=% tires very wmpariam sunoe he rumns
nearly all of the mlly mostly sidewise to the
sl

When he gets ot of (b car and rermoves
his helmgt, Jom Walker looks like anyihing
bul & natonal cless radly e He s 3
handsome. whmost hovsh (ace that makes

him ook much yoenger than his 31 yours
His voice has a rasp (o it that gives one 1o
think thant he might gangle wath Ajax. When
he does ik, though, e Knows whereof he
SfTaks
Thire s s Queesdudn thal a compbeicd
stock Voho is way ahead of nessly any
other make o= 4 stareg pod Tor 3 cally car
A person can spend less than %1000 setting
up a Volvo and have & car that s compleiely
rellahie. salfe sad capubie of finshing in the
e M w2 it I g d ey
Thee $10600 woubd buy heavy duty ITLTs ]
son peces. & mll cage., safety aguipment,
rvgational mstruments, lighas and tees
Unce those things we o phace. yoe have a
thal can Feesh iny rally m the US. It

won | be all thet Sast, but it will be (et
enough lor the asvice 10 scare himsell al
shaky-kned || will slso be deiveahle on the
smpet and no one w EVET NOlACE. A gu)
WiLth a sefup e thal w sa0n know f e
wafits 1) day = milying or moL [ he wans
I sEav in, theee = 8 1ol o B Can G0
The sext siep up lakes smother thousamd
Bucks and probably X0 hours of labor
“Mow = the time 0 instadl the Safars b wed
compleie
carlier. Add a limited she Y and st in

the suspension work ot done

mowvy duty drive-shafl supports. All of the
Poel and brsle lines should be moved mside
the car, The hattery should be moved W the
trunk. AR the enderonal e and lpl'_.‘i""’l’lh.l‘
ing should be mmoved. The shell should be
Mil, pont and polish (ke head
re-pet the carts, add solid stale gmiton and
have the engine badanced. The car will now
have | 308 rorepower and will Bl G
pood dniver in the w &0 il he stavs
between the irees "

e next sep up is the cor Walker has pow
With a very pood drives it is capable ol
WiNnning mapr evenls |I = 3190 an invest
menl of mapor propomions. 'Walker has over
en grand oul-of -poCket in lus car. and he
did all of the kkbor emsell. Shog labar
wolld Berve cavily douhled the cost

liem isn't the cnly member of e Gamilv
wihd Bas pone off the deep end about rally
ing. Hs wife, Geey Recse, is & seanams ai
the Liniversity of Ma higan . Un woekends
she mrwwes her mikl mannered dispese
and becomes & (it -nae oo-dniver. Sheo runs
with Tom Tolles = another Violva 142
nalurally. Tom drew on Jim's experence o
sl wp B car anad must Bave dome sorme -
thing right. Last speing o the car's first rally
i NARA Amencan Cup event, Tom and
Cnnny took theed place mome There mran
be something Lo all of the Vobo talk

Jiem Walkar'« fulure™ A new M2 would e
nice. He has no doult that & properdy pre
red M2 wilth jis : e overheasd cam
leel inpected engine, would be
the fliedd. But rallying, like HANE, lakes hot
and cold running money . So for now . he will
Just keep rpmeang s “old™ cwr and keep
winning rafles and Bope thal someone will

» 1he Class of

MR A0S
HeW also beep solling Volvos. Can yoe
Imagine th

er of

e ook om his e whes 3 castoen

acd i and asks, ' Are Volhvos really s
Wnagh o8 the ads say

He smibes that Fimmy Cartir smibe of his
and savs, “Let o tell vou about the time

gp m Canada

Lhmiey' oo dnvmeri. Lyamier |1 VR
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